Joyce has taken Harry
Dutynhoven's haby, given it a gond
shake and dropped it back into the cot
Tor two decades, Duynhoven has
chuntered on about the desirz
making third-party vehicle
insurance

TR.\NSPOR'F MINISTER Steven

Do
And most sensible people
agreed with Duynhoven
Careful drivers whodiligently
insured their vehicles and
thus eross subsidised their
Tess and accident

sharing the cost of prangs more widely
Anyone who'd had their humper or
fence (\T‘me room wiped out by an

as delighted at
the notion that they would no longer

have 1o foot the repair hill. Some
Duynhoven amang them - believed that
even the great evil of hoy racers could
heput fo death hy compulsory third-
party insnranee (though this is in fact
very wishful (hinking).

Ve for a range of reasons - nof least
k of enthusizsm from the
surance indusiry, which claimed
insuring the riskiest of drivers wonld
push up vehicle insurance costs across
the hoard - Duynhoven’s grand plan
progressed painfully slowly. Then last
year i finally picked up some speed,
With e release of a diseussion
document in June; if Taboir had won
the election, compirlsory third party
insurance would haye passed into T
this year

Bt Toyce has it 2 stop - or a least
asolid p o 21l that. TTe seems fo
he huying the Insurance Couneil lne

that the new Taw would incr
average premitms, despite compelling
arguments that it would do precisely
the oppasite. e reckons the statistics
on how many drivers are iminsired are
shonky so, of conrse, there mist he
more reseatch

In Califoruia, students with good marks can pay
lower premiums, because research shows high

achievers crash less.
The public must he sulted. We'll
know maore in Octoher.
Tnough. We've already heen
consulted, We already know thal we
{ t0 join the res! of the :Imelmwd
world in requiring drivers — especi
young, inexperienced, bad driver in

ars designed for high performance,
Futet ompled tithosthargad patentation

—to take greater responsibility for the
accidents they cause.

Certainly, Joyee can ask his minions
to work ant exactly how many of us
aven’tinsived if it makes him feel
herter
faitnes
estimates do
vary wildly), but

let’s gret on with
it

There are
plenty of overseas models to choose
from (though each wonld need 1o e
twesked o aceomt for the fact that
ACC already covers loss of life and
hm]r 1eawnaonn property damage to
pay for). The hest of these allow
insurers 1o adjust premitms in

in the meantime,

response to risk, which means
preferentially raiding the wallets of the
young, or of the inexperienced, or of
those wifh previous fraffic offence
history, or of these who insist on
certain types of car, or any comhination
of the above. Oh, and of males, who
consistently eause more erashes than
females.

There are Issues of faimess. T may
seem harsh to penalise cautiois hoy-
children for the recklessness of their
peers. And the poor may be disinelined
to hand ever what amounts to a new
vehicle tax. Rt these are details, and
cam b addressed. In the UK some
insurers charge young drivers a lower
premiom if they agree not to drive af
night (a promise holstered by # GPS
trcker). In California, sindents with

Compulsory third-party insurance: just get on with it

crash less. And surely there will he
cheers at the nation that those with a
history of traffic offences, or who drive
cars whose horsepower exeeeds their
maturity, will come mder financial

Anew Liw won't he a panacea. Boy
1 the

hefore driving, drive too fast, kil others
and desfroy property. And a certain
proportion of people willlikely ignore
the directive to gel insured,
the premiums are absurdly high

1t that’s not enongh reason to
delay indefinitely an eminently sensible
Taw that will establish incentives for us
all to dvive 2 little hetter, which will
veduce the lnofh-grinding frustration of
vealising that the idiot who totalled
your parked ez can't pay for the
damage.




